Stage of colorectal carcinoma and rate of blood loss Sir -We would like to contribute to the discussion on the relationship between stage of colorectal carcinoma and rate of blood loss by Turunen et al. (1984a, b) and St John and Macrae (1984) .
In our screening programme we detected twentyfour largely asymptomatic patients with colorectal carcinoma by Hemoccult 11 (both with and without faecal moistening) and by a radial immunodiffusion technique (Frommer & Kapparis, 1983) . The large bowel was divided into left hemicolon (rectum, sigmoid and descending colon) and right hemicolon (caecum, ascending and transverse colon) for analysing the relationship between blood loss and Dukes-Astler staging (Tables I and II) .
It can be seen that in terms of the number of patients and samples positive and also mean faecal immunoreactive haemoglobin concentrations there is a tendency towards an increased blood loss with later stages of carcinomas in the left hemicolon. However, the differences in bleeding between stages is not very great on the left side and is not observable in carcinomas in the right hemicolon.
Our data support the finding by St John and Macrae (1984) (100) 4 (100) carcinomas in the later stages. Interestingly we have found markedly reduced bleeding from carcinomas in the transverse colon than from those at other sites (Frommer & Kapparis, 1984) 
